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CURSE of MEROZ, 


IN A DISCOURSE ON JUDGES mz 23, 


By NATHANIEL WHITAKER D. D. 


8 


PAS TOR OF THE. PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION ©" Wind 


SA L E M. STATE or MAsSACHUsETTS-Bax. 


PopLiSHeD AT THE DESIRE OF MANY wHo HEARD Itg 


Dedicated to his Excriizver, 


GENERAL WASHINGTON. N 


AND HE $AID, WHAT HAST rn DONE ? THE VOICE. or ur 25 


 FHER' Ss BLOOD CRIETH UNTO ME FROM THE GROUND - 


AND NOW THOU ART CURSED FROM THE EARTH, WHICH HATH or Eu- 
TD HER MOUTH TO RECEIVE THY HOT OSS s BLOOD FROM THY 


TAND.! [ . | _ JHMOVAR, 


N EW BURY PORT: | 
. MYCALT, 
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To his ErertlENer; 
GEORGE WASHINGTON EsQ; 


- Captain, General, and Commander in 
chief of the Forces of the UNITED 


8 TATES of AMERICA, 
| May it pleaſe your Excellency 


finding by your Proclamation of Fanuary 2519, 1777, you 


dere executing the very plan I bad juſt draton up for public 
wiew; I could not thin of one more likely to patroniz? a diſ- 
courſe on this 2 or whoſe influence could make it ſo 
extenſively uſefut. 1 ee beg lea 50 to preſent a to Jour, 


favorable notice. 


Should all your Soldiers be inſpired with the ſentiments of 
love and benevolence here recommended, they, like their Gene- 


ral, would be Heroes indeed; and with ſerene bravery, wing 
their way throuzh legions of 22 ins Tyrants, Io victory and 
triumpb, to glory and renown in this world, and eternal re 
end neace in tbe world to come. 


That your Excellency, throusb Ibe whole of your martial 


wack, may command an army of "ſuch go ſoldiers. and go be- 


fore them from conquering to cenſuer thoſe enemies of God nd 
man, that invade our rights, till they foal turn back aſhamed, 


and leave 1h fe r fing States for ever unmoleſted; and that 
yi, with your band of Heros, may lang live 19 enjoy the 


b/eſſirgs of that peace and liberty God fall make you thi hap- 
r inftruments of reſtoring to our bieeding land, and flill to bleſs 


45 with continued examples of palience, valor, and benevolense, 
774 that in the cloſe vc may go before them. and millions mare, 
wi) with you pur ſue the happineſs of mankind, into that king- 
du, here love, peace ard joy, (bc 25 compoſe au untading crown 
79 K gory, is the fervent prayer of, Ma it pleaſe your Eucel- 

2, my Lacellan, 3's melt obedient, bi ole: Servant, 
NA T2320 2 E III Lak ER. 


PIT IH the frankmſs, and openneſs, of one determined to. 
trve and die free, I have, in the following diſcourſe, di- 
: _ ſome of my thoughts reſpefing the preſent times: And 


| * 1 FSG HAS EL LES CAR, 


A 1 N T 1 D © TE AG AINs r | 
M » Ä» ̃ — ³ 
CURSE or M E R 9 2. 

EL ns sse! TITTIES 


: JU DG E S. Char. 5, VERSE 23. 
8 Curſe ye Merox, ſaid the Angel of the Lord, curſe ye bitterly © 


ihe inhabitant» thereof, becauſe they came not to the help of . 
ibs Lora, to l e be % of the Lord, * the mighty, 


1 A. N * HE Sum of the | ET of nature, as well as 
| NN of the written law, is love. Love to Gd 
5 ZSS a. „ and man properly exerciſed in tender feel- 
% Tings of the heart, and bencficent actions of 
1 83 2 2 I 9 lite, conſtitutes perfect holineſs. The Goſ- 
75 5 Y pel breathes the ſame ſpirit, and acknow=- , 

SS E ledges none as the diſciples of Chriſt, 'but 
A thole who love (not their friends only) but 
even their enemies. Bleſs and curſe not t, is one of the Jaws of 
his kingdom. Yet the avorſion of men to this ꝑ good and bene- 
volent law, prompts them to frequent violations of it, which is 
the ſource Gt all the evils we feel or fear: And fo loſt are many 
to all the tender feelings require ſ in this law, as to diſcover 
their enmity to their Creator, by oppoſing the happineſs of his 
3 Creatures, and ſpreacing miſery and ruin among them. j : 
| 
| : When ſuch characters as theſe preſent 8 to our views; 
if we are poſſeſſed with the ſpirit of love, required in the Jaw: 
5 and goſpel, we muſt feel a hol 5 abhorrencs of them. | Love it 
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ſelf, implies hatred to malevolence, and the man who feels no 


abhorrence of it, may be aſſured he is deſtitute of a benevo- 
lent temper, and ranks with the enemies of God and man. For 


as God himſelf hates fin with a perfect hatred from the eſſential 
| holineſs of his nature, and finners cannot ſtand in his fight ; 
ſo the greater our conformity to him is, the greater will be our 
abliorrence of thoſe perſons and actions which are oppoſite to 
the divine law. David mentions this as an evidence of his love 
to God: Do not I hate their, Q Lord, that hate thee ? and am 
not I grieved with them that riſe up agat; ft thee © 1 hate them with 
a perfect hatred : I count them mine enemies. || True benevolence 


is therefore exefciſed in oppoling thoſe who ſeek the hurt of ſo- 


ciety, or even individuals, and none are to be condemned as act- 
ing againſt the law of love, becauſe th 27 hate and qo ſuch 
28 Are injurious to e. T : 


y- 


But the wealnels and corr -uption of nature, in the beſt, is 


ſuch, that God hath not entruſted to men at large, the exerciſe 
of the reſentment due to ſuch characters, nor allowed them to 


inflict thoſe puniſhments which their crimes call for, even in 


this world, except in ſome ſpecial caſes. On the contrary, he 
hath ſtrictly prohibited 211 his ſubjects taking vengeance for pri- 
vate or perſonal injuries, in a private and perſonal manner, and 
required that if one ſmite us on the one check, we turn to him the 
ether alſo; Q and in the language of love exhorts us, Dearly be- 
loved, avenge not yourſelves. Yet there are cafes in which he 3 
quires us, as his ſervants, tp take vengeance on his enemies. 


And it deſerves our particular notice, that all theſe caſes reſpect 


_ crimes which tend to deſtroy human happineſs : Even his com- 
mands to puniſh biaſphemy and other fins which ſtrike more 


directly againſt himfelf, are not given becauſe his own huppi- 


| nels is thereby diminiſh: ed, but becauſe they tend to eraſe from 
our minds, that ſenſe of bs glorious majeſty, authority, and go- 
vernument, without the belie of which, all order and peace a- 
mong men would come to an end. So God requires us to ex- 


cute vengeance on the murderer, the thief, the adulterer, revi- 


r, and the like; all which ſins ſtrike at the peace and happineſs 
human ſociety, God's heart is 9 RO ſet upon OS 


7 Pſal ne 139- 21, 22 


t Ce: G3.'s h. itecd of Ga and the puniſh nent h- Inflie on the wicked, a 1. | 


2 nis 1272 af a 1pincls, flo n the benevol-acc of his NAtutrey 
H Ate 5 . , 
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| happineſs among his creatures, by which he moſt eminently 


diſplays his glory, that he perfectly abhors whatever tends to 


fruſtrate this end; and has threatened the leaſt oppoſition to it 
With everlaſting death in the world to come, But as few (thro' 
the corruption of nature by ſin) have faith in a future flate of 
rewards and puniſhments, ſufficient to influence them to their 

duty, or deter them from oppoſing God's gracious purpoſes, 


therefore to ſtrike our ſenſes with full conviction of his anger 


_ againſt ſuch as counteract his benevolent deſigns, he has com- 
manded every ſociety of men, to inflict puniſhment on them in 
this world, and has ſpecified the crimes, the puniſhments, and 
the officers who are to inflict them. ES 


Every puniſhment involyes in it a curſe, and pre- ſuppoſes 


ſome crime; and the curſe or puniſhment is by God, exactly 


proportioned to the nature, heinouſneſs, and circumſtances of 


the crime. Therefore, when a grievous puniſhment is inflicted, 


we juſtly infer the aggravation of the offence. To inflict pu- 


niſhment, is actively to curſe, and when we pronounce a curſe, 


we do, as far as we can, conſign over the object to ſome puniſh- 
ment. But when God commands us to curſe any perſon or 
people, we are bound by his authority actually to puniſh them. 


TuxsE obſervations may lead us to ſome apprehenſions of | 
the aggravated nature of the ſin of Merox, whom Jrael are com- 
manded to curſe bitterly for their conduct in an affair of a pub- 


lic nature. 


Tux text I have choſen as the theme of my diſcourſe, is 
part of a ſong uttered by Deborah and Barak, in holy triumph 
and praite for a ſignal victory obtained over Jabin, king of Ca- 
aan, and Siſera the captain of his hoſt. 'T his powerful prince, 
who had nine hundred chariots of iron, and a mighty army, had 
brought Iſrael into ſubjection, and grievouſly oppreſſed them for 
twenty years. This cruel and galling yoke at length awakened. 
them to a ſenſe of their fin againſt God, and to cry to him for 


deliverance. No ſooner are they made ſenſible of their fin a- 


gainſt, and dependance on him, and to repent and ſeek his fa- 
vor and protection, than he appears for their help, raiſes up & in- 

ſpires Deborah and Bar ak with courage and faith in his power and 

| grace, to oppoſe the tyrant, and ſhake off his yoke. A few 
men of Zebulon and Naphtali, viz. ten thouſand, were deſigned 
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by God, to have the honor of conquering this potent king ; a 
tho” other tribes muſtered and were ready for the war, yet it 


ſeems Zebulon and Naphtali only, were the people that jeopard- 


ed their lives to the death, in the high places of the field. 8 
With this little army, raiſed ſrom two tribes only out of twelve, 


+ Deborah and Barak march out and wage war againſt their op- 
preſſor, for the recovery of their freedom. n. 


Jabin, it ſeems, had no knowledge, or thought that Iſrael was 


arming againſt him, The firſt intelligence brought him, was, 
that Barak was gone up to mount Taber, that he had already 


marched, and was on his way to invade his country. Some trai- 
tors, who pretended friendſhip to Iſrael, carried him the 


news; hoping, doubtleſs, to ingratiate themſelves with Jabin, 
by giving him the earlieſt notice poſſible of this revolt. . 


No doubt, both Jabin and Siſera deſpiſed this ſmall body of 


undiſciplined, unarmed troops; and were confident they ſhould 
carry all before them, and quickly reduce thoſe rebels (as he 
doubtleſs termed them) to their former obedience. But God, 
Who diſpoſes of all events, not only gave the victory to Iſrael, 
but utterly deſtroyed the whole hoſt of Jabin, that not one eſca- 


ped, except Siſera the Captain General, and him God delivered 
to be ſlain by the hand of a woman. Women have ſometimes 
been the deliverers of their country; and can, when God in- 


ipires them with courage, face the proudeſt foe. O how eaſy 
is it with God to fave from the greateſt danger, and by the weak= 


eſt inſtruments, conquer the moſt powerful enemies ? 


— 


& Context ver, 199. 3 n 3 
+ Some people, not the inhabitants of Mero, ſeat the event of our preſent ſtiug- 


dle, (1) on account of our inability, however we may exe rt ourſelves, to oppoſe the 
power of the ty - ant; and henee, tho? d ſitous of freedom, through want of faith in the 


power and grace of God, date not ad; and ſo weaken th-' cauſe they wiſh right 
ſucceed. Or (2) They deſpair ef ſutcets beezuſe of ſo many in theſe Stat s, who ate 
luke warm in the cabſe, ard ſecret'y or epenily friends to the tyrant, And (3) ſome 


ſerious pcople deſpair of ſuce“ſe becauſe of the abounding fins of our land. 


Fox the relief and eſtabliſliment cf ſuch, I ir treat them to conſider, that none of 


the twelve tribes ar mcntione! as eat ring the field, but Zebulon and Napbtali; and 


Not another as re otely favouring the cauſe, but Ephraim, Benjamin, Iſſachar, and 
Machir of the family cf Cal-b, Their civiſions then were much gecater than our's. 
For the diviſions of Reuben there were great ſearchirgs of Feart.---Av tc their powerg 

their army was but ten theuſandz and theſe witho.t arms: for Deborab informs us, 


that neither hield rer ſpcar was ſeen amo? 40 oc in Ifrael, As to their fins, they 


bad greatly reveltcd and choſen them new Gods, which was high treaſon againftthcie | 
ling, But notwithfianding all tl eſe diſceuragerrents, we find victoty declari g for 
them en their repen!a: ce, 2rd proper exertion of the little power they, had, This 
ſurely muſt remove all cur fears in cur prefer t Rruggle, unl ſo imper rence and ung. 
belief ill cules in our hearts ; by which we hall jncur the curſe of Me 


En. c Lg EST” RE OOTY 


| Y = Deborah and Barat, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of Get's 


L mercy in this deliverance, ſang this ſong as an exprefſ. n of their 


Joy and gratitude: From which, would time allow, many in- 
ſtructive leſſons might be deduced. But the words of ny text 
lead us more directly to confider ſome things moſt worthy our 
attention at this day; and therefore I have choſen them as the 
theme of the following diſcourſe, And in them we may obſerve: 


1. TRE crime for which this bitter curſe is denounced on the 
inhabitants of Meroz, Probably this was ſome town or State 
| in ael, who being called to furniſh their quota of men and 
1 money for the war, through fear of bad ſucceſs, and, in that 
aaſe, of a heavier burden; or from a ſecret lurch to the enemy, 

ariſing from hope of Court preferment, or favors already be- 

ſtowed on ſome of their leading men; or from ſcme other 8i- 
nniſter motive, thought beſt to lie ſtill, and not nieddle in the 
{ - quarrel, So much is certain; they did not go with Parat to 
| tlie war, The crime they are charged with, is not their aiding, 
aſſiſting, or furniſhing the enemy, or holding a ſecret correſ- 
pondence with, or taking up arms to help them: They are not 
Charged as laying plots to circumvent the reſt, or ſtriving to 
_ diſcourage their neighbours from going to the war; or as ter- 

Tifying others with deſcriptions of the irreſiſtable power of Ja- 
 6in's nine hundred chariots of iron, and the like: No, the inha- 

bitants of Merox wete innocent people, compared to theſe ; they 
were only negatively wicked; they only failed in their duty; they 

did not arm to recover their liberties when wreſted from them 
by the hand of tyranny, This is all the fault charged on them; 

yet for this they incurred the fearful curſe in my text. Now, 
if for mere negligence they deſerved this curſe, what muſt they 
have deſerved whe aided and aſſiſted the enemy ? ſurely a ſeven- 
fold bitterer curſe. „„ e Sis 


2. Oss RVE the curſe pronounced; Curſe ye Mero, curſe ye 
bitterly the inhabitants thereof. Their conduct, on that occaſion, 
was ſuch as deferved a ſevere puniſhment from the other States, 
who are commanded to ſeperate them unto evil, as a juſt reward 
of their neglect. VVV N 


by 3 We obſerve by whom this curſe was to be pronounced 
and inflicted. Not by Deborah and Barak alone, in a fit of an- 
ger; as prophane perſons in a rage curſe their neighbours, and 
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cute his wrath upon them. We may not ſuppoſe, that this 


Ls 


* 
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undertake to puniſh them; ſuch often pronounce eurſes without 


cauſe; but the curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come. This curſe was 


to be pronounced and inflicted by all the people, who are here 


required to be of one heart, and engage ſeriouſly, religiouſly and 
determinately in curſing them, and as Gods miniſters, to exe- 


work was left to the people at large, or to a mob; but the ru- 


lers are firſt to proceed againſt them, * and all the people to ſup- 
port and aſſiſt them in this work; and ſo all were to join, as 
one man, to curſe them, and that bitterly, i. e. they were fully . 
and without helitation to condemn them to ſevere puniſhment, 
and inflict it on them. They were not to deal gingerly with 
them, nor palliate their offence. They are allowed to make 
no excuſes for them, nor to plead “ that they were of à differ- 
ent opinion, that they thought it their duty not to take up arms 
againſt their king that ruled over them, but to ſubmit to the 
higher powers : That liberty of conſcience ought to be allowed 
to every one, and that it would be hard to puniſh them for act- 
ing their own judgments. + No ſuch pleas might be made for 
them, nor one word ſpoken in their favour, their fin being a- 
gainſt the great law of love and light of nature, but all, with 
full purpoſe of heart, were to curſe thoſe cowardly, ſelfiſn, cring- 
ing, lukewarm, half-way, two-faced people, and to treat them 
| as ovt=cafts, and unworthy the common protection or ſociety of 


Merox. It was not by the command of Deborah and Barak, 
but of God himſelf; yea by the command of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


meek and compaſſionate Saviour of men. Curſe ye Merox, ſaid 
the Angel of the Lord. This was the Angel of God's preſence, 
who then fought for Jſrael, and who was ſo offended with the 
people of Meroz for their ſelfiſnneſs and indifference in this im- 
portant cauſe, that he not only curſed them himſelf, but com- 
nands all the people to curſe them, and inflict his wrath on 


chem in this world, 8 


. ; - 
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* This is evident from the order of Government God eftablifhed in Iſrael, 
+ Liberty of conſcicnce is often plea.ied in ext uſe for the worſt of crimes. In 
Tattcrs of mere onſeie ce, the pica ts valid, but in rothing elſe, T fe arc mate 


dere of mere conſciente in jc r61e2re concerncd but God and the perſen acting; 


in matters of ſaith and worſtip, Put when actions reſpect ſociety, and become 
injuricus tothe tivi rights of men, they are proper ſab 


ke Pani d, kattviihfiancing te plea for liberiy of confeience, 


4. Oz5rrve by whoſe command they were required to curſe 


jecte of civil laws, and may 


. 


| following doctrinal obſervations, 
I. THAT the cauſe of Liberty is the cauſe of God and truth. 


„ 
5 OsskRvx the circumſtance which aggravated their crime, 
uiz. the enemy that enſlaved them was mighty. Had the foe 


fect to join with the tyrant to rivet ſlavery and miſery on the 


whole nation. This was highly provoking to God, whoſe great 
end is to diffuſe happineſs, and not miſery, among his creatures, 
and never puniſhes, but when his ſubjects oppoſe this deſign. 


been weak and contemptible, there had been leſs need of their 
help. But when a powerful tyrant oppreſſed them, and they 
were called upon to unite with their ſuffering brethren in ſhak- 
ing off his yoke, and all their ftrength little enough, to oppoſe 
him, then to excuſe themſelves, was highly criminal, and in ef- 


Tis was the criſis when their all lay at fake, They well 


| knew that their brethren (however they themſelves might be 
diſtinguiſhed with court favours by the tyrant) were groaning 
under cruel bondage: But as ſelfiſhneſs renders people callous | 
and unfeeling to the diſtreſſes of others, ſo they were eaſy and 
ſatisfied to fee their brethren tortured by the unrelenting hand 
of oppreſſion, if fo be they might ſleep in a whole ſkin. They 
were contented others ſhould go forth and endure the hardſhips 


of war, but refuſed to engage in the work, or bear any part of- 
the burden with them, though all was hazarded through theft 
neglect. How baſe was this conduct, while they knew the 
ſtrength of the enemy? This conſideration was enough to have 
engaged every one, not loſt to all the feelings of humanity, to 
the firmeſt union, and the moſt vigorous exertions. But theſe 
 ſervile wretches would rather bear the Jour, and ſee the whole. 


land involved in ſlavery, than enter the field, and ſhare the glo- 


ry of regaining their freedom from a powerful foe. They pre- 


fered their preſent eaſe, or ſome court fayors, with chains and 


flavery, to the glorious freedom they were born to enjoy. 


| From this view of the text and context, we may deduce the. 


bu 2 to taks arms and repel. force by force, when our 
\ Liberties are invaded, is well pleaſing ts God. -- as 


HI. Tar it is lawful to levy war againſt thoſe who o- 


 prels us, even when they are not in arms again. ub. 
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TV. Tur indolence and backwardneſs in taking arms, and 

exerting ourſelves in the ſervice of our Country, when call. 

ed thereto by the public voice, in order to recover and ſe- 
Cure our Sedo, | IS an heinous in! in the ſight of God. 


led ges which others enjoy. 


this, 1 vail! enquire. 


1. WIAT We are to underſtand by Liberty, ar - freedoin, 


And then 
2. PRork that this is the cauſe of God. 
* waar! is meant by Liberty or freedom ? 


4 


: Fr js i ufficient to my preſent purpoſe, to  dfinguith Liberty, 
Into Moral, Natural, and Civil. x 


dust as the agent pleaſes. 


45 


he chuſes or wills to act, is perfectly free in a Moral ſenſe; and 


Moral, accountable creature, and his actions worthy of praiſe or 
blame. | | 


By Natural Liberty I mean, that freedom of adion and « con- 


—ʒZ— — — — — 


*I ur oſ l onit what Dr Price, in bly exrelert obſervations on civil liberty 


ie ot to be ound, ash defi aste. ina y intelligent agent in the univerſ.,' For 
that actiogs may be proverly Ours” de maket hen the ef &eof t- deter ni nation 
| only, « without the op2ration of any Foreign caiſ:,” This at one blow, demoliſhes 


reaſ1, mati, aim, or ed of our actio , in order that op 27 de progeriy dar 
2a. Bat chi: reduect ds do mere Mac uilcbs 


V. That God requires a | people, ſtrugg gling for their Liberties, | 
to treat ſuch of the community who will not join them, as 
open enemies, and to reject them as NOONE the 1 


I. Tim E cauſe of freedom i is the cauſe of God. I'S open = 
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Mok Al. Liberty lies in an ability or opportunity to at or con- 


Us that is not hindered by any external force fo aQing as 


fo far as he pofleiles this freedom, ſo far, and no farther is he 3 


duct which all men have a right o, antecedent to their being 


p. 2. calls Phyſical liberty; which Iven ute to ian, with defference ty this great wan, 


an a5 I. vert an valg? of natives, which as always foreign to the aRtorethey pro- 
duc, a3 e caul> into the ef-. And uus the iffue is, that wo muſt aft without a y_ 
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members of ſociety. This Mr, Locke defines to be © That ſtate 


or condition in which all men naturally are to order all their acti- 


ons, and diſpoſe of themſelves and poſſeſſions as they think fit, 
within the bounds of the law of nature, without aſking leave, 
or depending on the will of any man.” In this ſtate all men 


are equal, and no one hath a right to govern or controul ano- 


ther: And the law of nature, or the eternal reaſon and fitneſs 
of things, is to be the only rule of his conduct; of the meaning 
of which, every one is to be his own judge. e 


Bur free thi corruption of nature by fin, the luſts-and paſ- 


ſions of men fo blind their minds, and harden their hearts, that 
this perfect law of love is little conſidered, and leſs practiſed; fo 
that a ſtate of nature, which would have been a ſtate of perfect 
freedom and happineſs had man continued in his firſt recti- 
tude, is a ftate of war, rapine and murder. Hence ariſes an 


abſolute neceſſity that ſocieties ſhould form themſelves into po- 


| litic bodies, in order to enact laws for the public ſafety, and 
appoint ſome to put them in execution, that the good may be 
encouraged, and the vicious deterred from evil practices: And 
theſe laws ſhould always be founded on the law of nature, 


1 HeNxce it appears, that perfect civil Liberty differs from na- 


tural, only in this, that in a natural ſtate our actions, perſons. 
and poſſeſſions, are under the direction, judgment and controul _ 
of none but ourſelves; but in a civil ſtate, under.the ditection 
of others, according to the laws of that ſtate in which we live; 
which, by the ſuppolition, are perfectly agreeable to the law of 
nature. In the firſt caſe, private judgment; in the ſecond, the 
public judgment of the ſenſe of the law of nature is to be the 
rule of conduct, When this is the cafe, civil Liberty is perfect, 
and every one enjoys all that freedom which God deſigned for 
his rational creatures in a ſocial ſtate, All Liberty beyond this 
is mere licentiouſneſs, a liberty to fin, which is the Worſt of la- 
very. But when any laws are enacted, which croſs the law of 
nature, there civil Liberty is invaded, and God and man juſtly 
offended. Therefore when thoſe appointed to enact and exe- 


— ——— 


— 


72 Civil Liberty is the freedom of bodies politic, or States. This ie well defined 


by De. Price p. 2, to be © The power of a civil foeicty or ſtate to gov-r- tf If by ity 
own diſcretion; or by laws of its own making, without beg ſub): to an foteiga 


tion, or d ic of any e powerg'! 


5 40 laws, invade this 1 + this violate their truft, and op< 


preſs their ſubjects, and their conſtituents may lawfully Ps : 
them by force of arms, if they r refuſe to reform. 


Now if it be unlawful for magiſtrates in a State, to bind N 
their ſubjects by laws contrary to the law of nature, and if in 
this caſe it is lawful for their ſubjects to depoſe them; it follows, 
a fortiori, that ſhould the rulers of one State aſſume a power to 


bind the people of another State, who. never intruſted them with 
_ a legiſlative power, by ſuch unrighteous laws, thoſe oppreſſed 


people would be under no kind of obligation to ſubmit to them; 
but ought, if in their power, to oppoſe them and recover their 


Liberty. Therefore the freedom of a ſociety or State conſiſts in 


acting according to their own choice, within the bounds. of the 
law of nature, in governing themſclves, independent of all other 
States. This is the Liberty wherewith God hath made every 
State free, and which no power on earth may lawfully abridge, 
but by their own conſent: Nor can they lawfully conſent to 
haue it abridged, but where it appears for the greater good of ſo- 
ciety in general: And when this end cannot be attained, they 
have a icht to reſume their former freedom, if in their power. 


I procceed— 


4 II. To prove that the cauſe of civil Liberty is the cauſe of 
God. 


Tuts follows from what hath * ITY For if the 
law of nature is the law of God; and if God hath given every 


ſociety or State, liberty, independent of all other States, to act 


according to their own choice in governing ther elves, within 


the bounds of the law ot nature; then it follows gat this free- 
dom is of Gad; and he that is an advocate for it, eſpouſes the 


cauſe of God; and he that oppoſes it, oppoſes. God himſelf, 

This Liberty hath God not only given, but entailed on all men; 'Y 
ſo that they cannot reſign it to any creature without ſin, There- 
fore ſhould any State, through fear, relign this freedom to a- 


ny other power, it would be offenſive to God. Thus, had A 


merica ſubmitted to, and acquie ſced in the declaration of the 


Britiſh Parliament,“ That th ey have a right to bind us in all 


60 caſes whatſoever,” we ſhould have greatly provoges God, by 


————  - — — - 


me... 


4 By zaaRti. * and inforcing laws contrary to the law of date 


ſume our Liberty. N 


1 


Franting that prerogative to men, which belongs to God only! 


or could we have had reaſon to hope for pardon and the Di- 


vine favour on our land, without unfeigned repentance: But as 
repentance implies a change of conduct, as well as- of mind, fo. 
we muſt have exerted ourſelves to undo what we had done, and 
by every method in our power, to caſt off the chains, and re- 


Bor to leave the dim light of reaſon, let us hear what Divine 


revelation ſays in my text and context. . 


IsRAEL were a free, independent common wealth, planted by | 
God in Canaan, in much the ſame manner that he planted us in 


America. The nations around always viewed thera with an en- 


vious and jealous eye: As well they might, ſince they drove 
dcdiut ſeven nations more powerful than themſelves, and poſleſſed 
their land. But when by their grievous ſins they provoked 
| God, he often permitted thoſe neighbouring nations to invade 

„ their rights, that they might be brought to a ſenſe of their ſin 


and duty, 


Jabin the king of Canaan, one of thoſe States, was God's rod 


to humble them. He invaded IJſrael, robbed them of their rights, 
and held them in flavery twenty years: In all which he acted 
the part of a cruel tyrant, and provoked God, to his own deſtruc- 
tion. Jabin had long ruled over {ſrael; but this gave him no 


right: His dominion was ſtill mere uſurpation, as he robbed them 


of the Liberty God had given them: And with a ſingle view to 


recover this and puniſh the invader, God commanded them to 


wage war on the tyrant, and ſhake off his yoke. They obey 
the Divine -:-ndate, aſſemble their forces, call on the various 
States to joir chem in the glorious conflict: And God himſelf 
| Curſes thoſe who would not aſſiſt to puniſh this oppreſlor. 5 
No doubt Jabin called this Rebellion, and made proclamati- 
on that all who were found in arms, or any way aiding the re- 
volt, ſhould be deemed and treated as rebels, and their eſtates 
_ confiſcated ; but that all who would make their ſubmiſſions, 
ſhould enjoy all their priviledges, as before, at his ſovereign diſ- 
poſal, A glorious offer! Bow worthy the joyful and thankful 
acceptance of men born to freedom] Rather, where's the 


wretch ſo ſordid as not to feel this as an inſult to human nature? 


er where's the chriſtian that does not view it as @ reproach of 


. 
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his God ? an! who will not, with good Hezekiah, ſpread before 
the I ord, in humble prayer, the words of this Rabſbetab, pub- 
liſucd to reproach our God, as unable to defend us, though en- 
gaced in his cauſe? Or where is the man, ſo loſt to all noble 
and gererous feelings, that would not chuſe to die in the field 
of martial glory, rather than accept ſuch inſulting terms of 
peace, or rather of mifery ; to live and fee himſelf; his friends, 
his wife, children and country, ſubjugated to the arbitrary will _ 
and diſpoſal of a mercileſs tyrant? _ OT 


But doubtleſs theſe inviting, gracious terms of peace, had 
great influence on ſome, The inhabitants of Meroz ſeem to 

| have been ſuch daſtardly, low- ſpirited, court ſycophants; and 

alſo many in the tribe of Reuben, for whoſe diviſions there were | 
great ſcarchings of heart. "Theſe probably trembled at the * 
power of Vabin, and thought him invincible, though oppoſing 8 
God himſelf, whoſe cauſe they were called to eſpouſe. Some | 
might call the war rebellion, and others, by open or ſecret ; 
practiſes, diſcourage and weaken the cauſe, YO 
T uis is very applicable to our preſent caſe. We are declar= | 
ed rebels by the king of England: His ſervants offer pardon to 
a2 who will lay themſelves at his feet to diſpoſe of as he ſhall. 

fee fit, and © to bind them, their children and eſtates, at his 
pleaſure, in all caſes whatſoever.” What gracious terms of 
peace] Muſt not this yoke fit with peculiar eaſe and pleaſure * . 
on the necks of free-born Americans | Yet, with horror be it 
ſpoken, there are free-born ſons of America, ſo loft to all ſenſe 

of honor, Liberty, and every noble feeling, as to join the cry, 

and preſs for ſubmiſſion. O tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not 31 


In the. ſtreets-of- Ahl. 5 
W have ſome, but bleſſed be God, that we have no more, 
of the inhabitants of Merez ſcattered among us; ſome whoſe N 
endcavours to divide us, cauſe great ſearchings of heart. But be 
it known to them, and to all men, that they, as Merox, are 
| Pohting againſt God. "This aſſertion is confirmed by the curſe 
 Cer.ounced on Merex by Gods command; for had they not op- 
foſed him, he would not have curſed them. They then were 
tne rebels, in the judgment of God, and not thoſe who took up 
#i7s to xecover their liberties : Rebels againſt the God of Hea- 
ven ; nd therefore fed under his, and his people's curſe ; as all 
[hes ſhall, who oppoſe, or neglect to promote the like gloriouy: 
cauſe. | | 22855 


1 


FzoM what hati been ſaid, the truth of the ſecond obſerva- 
tion appears; viz. = N WF 
II. Tur to take arms, and repel force by force, when our 
_ Liberties are invaded, is well pleaſing to God, wok 


Tuis is a natural conſequence from what is ſaid above, and 
from the text itſelf. Deborah and Barak, in taking arms againſt 
Pup acted agreeable to the law of nature, which is the law of 
Iove; were allo particularly excited, directed and commanded 
thereto by God himſelf. + They did not by this war, aim at 
dominion over others, nor ſeek to deprive any of their natural 
rights; but only to recover and ſecure the Liberties and rights 
which had been wreſted from them; that they might thereby 
| ſpread peace and happineſs through all the tribes of 1ael; while 
the real happineſs of others would not thereby be diminiſhed. 
This, by the law of nature, was ſufficient to juſtify them, If 
then they conformed to the law of love in taking up arms; and 
if God required them to make war on Jabin; then it was unde- 


niably pleaſing to him. But if God approved their conduct in 


this cate, he certainly will approve the like conduct in all ſimilar 
caſes Therefore when one country or State invades the liber= 
ties of another; it is lawful and well pleaſing to God for the op- 


preſſed to defend their rights by force of arms: Vea, to negle& 


this, when there is a rational proſpect of ſucceſs, is a ſin, a ſin a- 
gainſt God, and diſcovers a want of that benevolence, and deſire 
of the happineſs. of our fellow creatures, which is the higheſt 
glory of the ſaints, 5 „ ta 


I need not ſpend time to prove that out ſtruggle with Great=' 
Britain is very ſimilar to that of Irael with Fabin, As they had, 
ſo have we been long oppteſſed by a power that never had any 
equitable right to our land, or to rule ovet us, but by our own 
_ conſent, and agreeable to a ſolemn compact. When they vio- 
lated this, all their right ceaſed ; and they could have no better 
claim to dominion, than Jabin had over Iſrael. A power in- 
deed has been uſurped by the court of Great- Britain, ©* to bind 
us in all caſes whatſobver : Which claim hath already produ- 
ced many moſt unrighteous and oppreſſive laws, which they have 
attempted to inforce by their fleets and armies: In all which 
they can be no more juſtified, than Jabin in his tyrenny over 
Iſrael, Therefore if it was ow duty to fight for the recovery 


— 
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1 Judges, 4. 6, To _ 


of their freedom, it muſt likewiſe be ours. And to neglect "TY 
when called to it by the . voice, will ex poſe us to the . 


of Meroz, Lea, 


III. It is lawful, yea duty, to levy w. war againft thoſe who op- | 
preſs us, even when they are not in arms agaigt 25 if there 


be a rational probapility of ſucceſs. 


1 Hp, if there be a rational probability of ſucceſs. For the 


law of love or nature will not juſtify oppoſition to the greateſt 
oppreſſion, when ſuch oppoſition muſt be attended with greater 


_ evils than ſubmiſſion. Therefore the primitive chriſtians, and 


many of later ages, did not oppoſe their cruel perſecutors ; as it 
would, without a miracle, have brought on them inevitable de- 


ſtruction. But where there is a rational probability of ſucceſs, 
any people may lawfully, and it is their duty, to levy war on 


thoſe who rob them of their rights, whether they be rulers in 
the State they live in, or any more diſtant powers, even before 


War is waged againſt them. 


Tus truth of this appears from the inſtance before us. Ja- 


bin, at this time was not at war with Jrael; no, they had been 


_ conquered and under his government twenty years; and nothing 
was heard, but the groans and cries of the oppreſſed. How 


then, it may be aſked, can they be juſtified in commencing a a 
war? —Doubtleſs they had often petitioned for redreſs of griev- 
ances, as we have done, and to as little purpoſe. What more 


could they do in a peaceable way? They were reduced to the 


dreadful alternative, either tamely to ſubmit themſelves and chil- 


dren after them, to the galling yoke of mercileſs tyranny ; or 
wage war on the tyrant. The laſt was the meaſure God ap- 
proved, and therefore, by a ſpecial command, enjoined it on them. 
This we are ſure he would not have done, had it been offenſive 
to him. He did not require Yael to wait till Jabin had invaded 
their country and ſtruck the firſt blow, (as we did in reſpect to 
our B#:t//h oppreſſors.) but while all was peace in his kingdom, 


for ought we had, God commands Jrael to raiſe an army, and | 


invade the tyrant's dominions. 


TRE ped reaſon of this is 8 For uſurpation or op- 


preſſion, is offenſive war, already levied. Any State which uſurps 
a power over another tate, or rulers who, by a wanton uſe ot 


P 
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| their power, oppreſs their ſubjects, do thereby break the peace, 


and commence an offenſive war. In ſuch a caſe oppoſition is 
mere ſelf-defence, and is no more criminal, yea as really our 
duty, as to defend ourſelves againſt a murderer, or high- way- 


robber. Self- preſervation is an inſtinct, by God, implanted in 
our nature : Therefore we fin againſt Gd and nature, when, 
we tamely reſign our rights to tyrants, or quietly ſubmit to pub- 
lic oppreſſors, if it be in our power to defend ourſelves, 


A rebel indeed is a monſter in nature; an enemy, not only to 


his country, but to all mankind : He is deſtitute of that bene- 
volence which is the higheſt honor and glory of the rational na- 
turc.—Büt what is a rebel? What thoſe actions for which a. 
man or people deſerve this opprobrious charge ?—T hoſe only 


are rebels who are enemies to good government, and oppoſe ſuch. 


as duly execute it. A ſtate of nature is a ſtate of war. Civil. 


government, which is founded in the conſent of ſociety to be 


governed by certain laws framed for the general god, and duly 
executed by ſome appointed thereto, puts an end to this State, 


and ſecures peace and ſafety. He therefore who tranſgreſſes this 


compact, even he oppoſes good government, and is a rebel, re- 
 bellat, he raiſes war again. „„ 


Is this, it matters nat whether the perſon be a king or a ſub- 

ject; he is the rebel that breaks the compact, he renews the war, 

and is the aggreſſor: And every member of the body- politic, is 
bound, by the eternal law of benevolence, to ſet himſelf againſt 
him, and if he perſiſts, the whole muſt unite to root him from 
the earth, whether he be high or low, rich or poor, a king or - 
ſubject. The latter indeed leſs deſerves it, by how much leſs _ 
miſchief he is capable of doing. But when a king or ruler turns. 
rebel, (which is vaſtly more frequent in proportion to their num- 
bers) being armed with power, he ever ſpreads deſolation and 
miſery around his dominions, before he can be regularly and. 
properly puniſhed ; and therefore is proportionably higher in 


guilt : Witneſs Pharaoh, Saul, Manaſſab, Antiochus, Julian, 


Charles the fir/t, of bleſſed memory, and George the third, wha. 
vies with the chief in this black catalogue, in ſpreading miſcry 
and ruin round the world, _ OTE CER or oy 


Tur ruler who invades the civil or religious rights of his. 
bjecis, levies war on them, puts them out of his. protection, 
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and diſſolves all their allegiance to him : For allegiance and pro- 


tection are reciprocal, a and where one is denied the other muſt 


ceale, 


Ir theſe obſervations are true (and they cannot t be denied with 


modeſty) then it is as lawful, and as ſtrongly our duty to pro- 


ſccute a war againit the king of England for invading our rights 
and liberties, as to bring an obſtiuate rebel to juſtice, or take 
arms againſt ſome ſoreign power that might invade us. Op- 
8 prellion alone, if perſiſted in, juſtifies the oppreſſed in making 
__ war on the oppreflors ; whether they be rulers or private per- 
ſons, in our own or a foreign State. The reaſon is, becauſe 
oppreſlors are enemics to the great law of nature, and to the 
Happineſs of mankind, For this, God commanded 1jrael to 
commence a war againſt Jabin, chat, being free n his PowW- 
er, happineſs and 88 mignt be reſtored. | | 


Ix our conteſt with the tyrant of Groat- Brita; we did not 
indeed commence the war: No: But tho' under a load of al- 
moſt inſupportable inſult, abuſe and reproach, we raiſe] our 
humble and earneſt petitions, and prayed only for Peace, Liber- 


ty and Safety, the natural rights of all men. But be aſtoniſhed, 


O Heavens | And tremble O England! While our dutiful ſup- 5 
plications aſcended before the throne, the monſter was meditat- 


ing the blow; and c're we roſe from our knees, he fixed his dag- 


ger in our heart! If this is. to be a father, where can be the 
monſter? If this be the exerciſe of lenity and mercy, as he 
vainly boaſts, + what mult be his acts of juſtice? O merciful 
God, look down and behold our diſtreſs, and avenge us of our 
Can we reflect on thoſe ſcenes. of ſlaughter and 
deſolation which he hath ſpread before our eyes, and doubt of 
dur duty? ls it any longer a ſcruple whether God calls us to 
War? If ſuch inſults and abuſe will not juſtify us, no abuſes 
ever can. Yea, had George withheld his hand from ſhedding 
our blood, the grievous oppreſſions we groaned under before, 
and the conteinpt and inſult with which he treated our petiti- 
ons, were fully tufficient to juſtify us in the ſight of God and 
all wiſe men, had we began the war, and expelled his troops 
from our country by fire and ſword. Is it poſſible that Fabin 
could treat 1jrae! with greater inſult, or more * inyade 


+ See Gen, Howe's proclamation of Noveaber zotb, 1776. 
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1 their rights? But for this God commanded Iſrael to make war 
on him, and pronounces a heavy curſe on thote who refuſed to 


Join in carrying it on. This leads me to * 


IV. TAT thoſe who are indolent, and bickward to take up 
arms and exert themſelves in the ſervice of their country, in or- 
der to recover and ſecure their f recdom, when called thereto N 
the public voice, are 8 criminal in che ſy zht of God and 


Ie: 


5 Tus dofrine | is wrapt up in the very bowels of my text. 
Curſe ye Merz, faid the Angel of the Lord, curſe ye bitterly the in- 
Habitants thereo?, becauſe they came not 20 1255 help of the Lord, to the 
help of the Lord againſt the mighty, The curſe of God falls on 

none but for ſin; for he delights in bleſſing, and not in curſing. 


And he never permits any of his ſubjects to execute his curſes 
on their fellow ſubjects, but v here the crime is highly aggravat- 
ed; much leſs does he allow them to curſe them bitterly, unleſs 


their guilt is exceeding great. Now ſince God commands Iſra- 
el to curſe /eroz bitterly, we fairly infer, that their fin was of 

a crimſon dye, and moſt provoking to him and his people, And 
_ whoever is guilty of the like conduct in our conteſt with Great . 


W incurs the like g . 


Tus needs no further 8 For if it be lowed, that the 
ſtate of the caſe between Great- Britain and America, i is, in its 
main parts, parallel with that between Jabin and Iſrael, as hath 

been ſhewn, then the crime of negligence is as heinous in this 
| ſtruggle as in that. And as Hrael were required to curſe bit- 


terly thoſe cowardly, ſelfiſh, half-way people, fo are we to curſe 


the like characters at this day. And as thoſe people, for their 


neglect, expoſed themſelves to the Joſs of all the privileges and 


bleſſings of a free State in this world, and to the eternal ven- 
geance of God in the next ; ſo it highly concerns all to take 


heed that they do not fall under the ſame condemnation. That 


we may avoid the rock on which they u were loft, I will, 


1. Give their character. . 
II. Mention ſome aggravations of their lin. 


I. I will hint at ſome things which diſcover prople to be like 
the inhabitants of Meroz TD 


* 


{ 
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Ffw, I fear, are perfectly clear in this matter: Alaſs, there 
1s too great negligence among people in general. Private inte- 


reſts and ſelfiſh conſiderations, ingroſs the thoughts and cares of 
many, who wiih well to the cauſe of Liberty, and divert their 


attention and exertions from the main thing which calls for our 
firit and chief regard, viz. the defence of our country from ty- 


ranny, and ſecuring our civil and religious freedom, It is 
mournful to fee moit men eagerly purſuing worldly gain, and 


heaping up unrighteous mammon by cruel oppreſſion and grind- 


ing the faces of the poor; while our country lies bleeding of 
her wounds, and ſo few engaged to bind them up. Let ſuch 


conſider, that they are guilty of the ſin of Merox, and tho” they 


may not feel the curſe of men in this world, they ſhall not, 
without ſincere repentance, eſcape the wrath and curſe of God 
in the world to come. Every one is called, at this day, to come 


to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty; either to go out 
to war, or in ſome way vigorouſly exert himſelf for the public 


good. There are various things neceſſary for the defence of 
Our country beſides bearing arms, tho? this is the chief; and all 


may, one wiy or other, put to a helping hand. There are va- 


raus arts and manufattures eſſential to the ſupport of the inha- 


bitants and army, without which we muſt ſoon be overcome: 
In one or other of theſe, men and women, youth, and even chil- 
dren, may be employed, and as eflentially help in the deliver- 
ance of their country, as thoſe who go out to war. All are now 


called to more than ordinary frugality and diligence in their re- 


D 


ſpective callings; and thoſe of ability ſhould be liberal and 


forward to encourage manufactures for the public good.“ But 


alaſ-, that ſo few make the intereſt and wellfare of the public 
the main object of their purſuit. Yet there are ſome, and I 
hope many, who with truth can ſay, they have done their beſt, 


according to their circumſtances, for the defence and ſafety of 


— 


live as cheap in the army ar at home, which is net the eaſe, 


There bath been a laudable fitit, efpee*a!ly in ſome town, to encourage ma- 
nuf:Qturen, I have been informed that Newbury, by a town vote, encouraged erect- 
ing work+ ;n| carrying on the making Sa't-petre, And in Salem, where the Grft 
was mad in this State ſvera“ gentlemen generouſly ſubſcribed to 2Niſt mein makin 

exocri gens, and creRing the wid, And this winter they have ſubſcribed above 
cool, to e able me to ere large Salt works: A rmanufatture meR r.ecclary for the 
gocd of ke S ate. | VT og ; | 


© Suppoſe cvcry ff h man to be employed in the army, and thenumber of depende 
ante to be a4 great as befor : then every man muſt labour one fifth, more than fer- 
merely, in or er to ſupport thoſ- in the army and their dependants, allowiag them to 


= 
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their country Such, however the conteſt may iſſue, will enjoß 
the approbation of God, their own conſciences, and of all he 
friends of mankind. e vB =o 


Bor not to make our caſe appear better than it really is; I fear 
there are many among us, in one diſguiſe or other, who, when 
ſtript of their vizards, will appear to be of the inhabitants of 
Meroz; and who, if their characters were juſtly drawn, would 
ſecretly, if not openly ſay, as the Phariſees in another caſe, In 
ſaying this, thou reproacheſt us alſo. But as birds which are hit, 
ſhow it by their fluttering, and it may ſerve to bring ſuch con- 
temptible characters to view, and expoſe them to the curſe they 
deſerve, and on the other hand, may convince ſome real friends 
to freedom, of their ſinful negligence in the common caule, I . 
will venture to point out a few. : „ 1 


Amon theſe characters, I do not include ſuch as aid, or in 


words or actions defend, or openly declare for the enemy, and 


plead the right of Great-Britain to bind us in all caſes what- 
ſoever.“ Of ſuch there are not many among us; owing pio- | 


'  bably to their fear of a vaſt majority, which is on the ſide of 


freedom; and therefore they put on the guiſe of friendſhip, 
while they endeavor ſecretly to work deſtruction to the caule, 


Iheſe may be known by the following marks. 


I. Obſerve the man who will neither go himſelf, nor contri- 
bute of his ſubſtance (if able) to encourage others to go inte 
the war. Such do what in them lays to break up the amy: 


Ĩ beſe incur the curſe of Merox. 


2. Others will expreſs wiſhes for our ſucceſs, but will be ſure 
to back them with Joubts of the event, and fears of a heavier 
yoke. You may hear them frequently magnifying the power 
of the enemy, and telling of the nine hundred chariots of iron 


the dreadful train of artillery, and the good diſcipline of the Bri- 


tiſh troops—Of the intolerable hardſhips the ſoldiers undergo, 
and the ſtarving condition of their families at home: And by a 
_ thouſand ſuch arts endeavouring to diſcourage the people from 
the war, = di re. 1 
3. THERE are other pretended friends whoſe countenance 
bewrays them, When things go ill with our army, they appear 


larger force, and ditzeſe his army fer battle. 
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with a cheerful countenance, and aſſume airs of importance, 
and you'll ſee the Core holding conferences in one corner or 


another. The joy of their hearts, on ſuch occaſions, will break 


thro” all diſguiſes, and diſcover their real ſentiments ; while their 
grief and long faces, in a reverſe of fortune, is a plain index 
pointing to the end at which they really ain. 


4. OTntrs, who talk much for liberty, you will find ever 


oppoling the meaſures of defence propoſed ; making objections 


to them, and ſhewing their inconſiſtency ; while they offer none 


in their ſtead, or only ſuch as tend to embarraſs the main de- 


ſign: They are ſo prudent, that they will waſte away days, 


yea months to conſider ; and are ever full of their wiſe cautions ; 
but never zealous to execute any important project, When 
| ſuch men get into public ſtations; eſpecially if they fill a ſeat 
in our public councils, they greatly endanger the State; they 
pPärotract buſineſs, and often defeat the beſt councils. Prudence 
and moderation are amiable virtues, and the modeſt mind feels 
pain on being ſuſpected as ſanguine, raſh and imprudent. This 


gives the over prudent great advantage to obſtruct every vigo- 
rous meaſure, which they brand With the name of raſhneſs : 
And every friend to vigorous action feels the reflection, who, 
without great fortitude, fits down abaſhed, and with grief ſees 


his counſels defeated. But if the meaſure be adopted, the next, 
motion of the prudent man is, to delay the execution, that the 
happy moment, on which all depends, may be loſt. © Theſe 


- 


— — 
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We have a remarkable inſtance of this nature in 2. Samuel 17. 1.14. David 
had juſt retreated from Jeruſalem with only Geo men, when Abſalom entered the ei · 
ty, and night came on. Abitbopbel eounſelled for an imr-ediate purſuit, This was 


Viſe and good counſel in the caſe, But Huai, a friend in heart to David, and firm 


to Abſalom in appearance, diſapproved the counſel of Abjthopbel as raſh and impru- 


dent at that time, n adviſcd to more moderate and cautious meaſures: And to ear- 


ry his point, he 11 agnifics the generalſhip of David, and the valor of his treops : 
He hints the great danger there was, that his own troops, ſo n-w in oppoſition to 


their king, «ould be thrown into confuſion, and melt away through fear of the valor 


of David and his men, and probably deſert and join him, on a mere report, that 


I theie wet a Naughter among Al ſulom's army ; and that a defeat would be utter ruin, 


He therefore mtves, th: t all Iirael be gathered together as the fand of the ſea, that 
ſo they might ſwallow up David in a moment, But markThis deſign—-was it to 
gain advantage of David? no; but to give him an epportunity to retreat, coll. a 


Happy ſhauld we be, if all Haſbai's were baniſhed from our conncile, or their fira« 
tagems diſcovered and defeated, Prudence and caution ate highly nceefſary ; But ta 
be always deliberating, and eppoſing vigorous meaſures, and flo » in executingy & 
ſuch a ocifis as this, is ſtrong'y charaRterifite of an inhabitant of Meros. 9 


bl 
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ever and over prudent men ought to be ſuſpected, and viewed 
with a watchful eye : And thediſcerning miad will ſoon be able 
to diſcover, whether ſuch counſels ſpring from true wiſdom, or 
from a deſign to enſnare us. e 


5. Some are diſcovered by the company they keep. You 
may find them often with thoſe who have given too much rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect their enmity to our cauſe, and oy with the 
_ zealous friends of liberty, except by accident; and then they 
ſpeak and act like creatures out ot their element, and ſoon 
leave the company, or grow mute, when liberty is the ſubject of 
diſcourſe, F „ = 


6. THERE are others who in heart wiſh well to our cauſe, 
but through fear of the power of our enemies, they are back= _ 
ward to join vigorouſly to ſupport it; they really wiſh we might 
| ſucceed, but they tread the hardſhips of a campaign, and chooſe 
ſo to conduct, that, on whatever ſide victory may declare, they 
may be ſaſe. Geet eo en A 8 


7. OrTatxs wiſh well to the public cauſe, but have a much 


greater value for their own private and perſonal intereſt, They =. 
are high ſons of liberty, till her cauſe croſſes their private views, 


and even then, they boaſt in her name, while, like George 3d. 
they ſtab her to the heart, by refuſing ſubmiſſion to thoſe regu- 
Jations which are eſſential to her preſervation. 2 


ALL theſe, and many others of the like kind, might doubt- 
leſs have been found in Merox, and yet the beſt of them all fell 
under this bitter curſe : For whatever were their private ſenti- 
ments, they all led to the iſſue, viz. to keep them back from 
| thoſe vigorous efforts that the cauſe of liberty then required, 
and for want of which, it was greatly hazarded. And whatever 


motives influence men at this day, whether a deſire of eaſe, hope ' 


of power, honor, or wealth; if they do any thing againſt, or 
neglect to affiſt all in their power, the glorious cauſe of freedom, 
now in our hands, they, in a greater or leſs degree, incur the 
curſe of Merox. Now, if ever, is that text to be applied to 
| ſuch, Curſed be he that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully; and 
curſed be he that holdeth back his 4715 from blood.“ This kads me 


* Jeremiah 48 10, 


24 ] 


II. To mention ſome aggravations of this ſin. | 


1. T HI conduct is a violation of the law of nature, which 


requires ail to exert themſelves to promote happinets among 


mankind, Love is the fultilling of the law, but tis implies a 
benevolent frame of heart, exerciſed in beneficent actions to- 
wards all men, as we have opportunity, When therefore we 


fee our fellow creatures, eſpecially our friends and brethren, 


whole happineſs js more immediately our care, reduced to a 
tate of miſery, robbed of their moſt dear and unalienable rights, 


and borne down with a heavy load of oppreſiion and abuſe by 
the hands of tyrants ; this law requires us to ſtand forth in their 


defence, even though we are not involved with them in the 
fame evils, and how much more, when our own happineſs is 
_equally concerned? 4 The man who can ſtand by an idle 


ſpectator, when a murderer or robber aſſaults his brother, and 
not exert himſelf, in his deſence, is deſervedly accounted as cri- 


minal, in law and reaſon, as the murderer or robber himſelf, 
and is expoſed to the ſame puniſhment. Inactivity, in ſuch a 


Cale, is juſtly eſteemed an approbation of the crime. But as 
freedom is an inheritance entailed on all men, ſo whoſoever in- 
vades it, robs mankind of their rights, endeavors to ſpread mi- 
ſery among God's creatures, and violates the law of nature, and 


all who refuſe to oppoſe him, when in their power, are to be 


conſidered and treated as confederates and abettors of his con- 
duet, and partakers i in his Crimes, 4 


Twi ſin is againſt Ms. Our children after us muſt 
193 the fruit of our preſent conduct. If we nobly reſiſt the 
opprefior, we ſhall, under God, deliver them from his galling 
yoke; at Icaft ſhall avoid the ovilt of riveting it on them: But 


If we bow tamely to have it faſtened on our ecks, unborn ge- 
nerations, thro unknown centurics, may never be able to Make 


it off ; but muſt waſte a 118 a wretched exiſtence, | in this world, 


— 


F:: Voice, hugh C! joying : l ehe 
be:.cv lene: t his haare, intespoſed a d ſmote an Egyptian whom he ſaw cruelly op- 


pr Gig one of his bretiiecn This conduck is ſpok'n of with approbation 
Acts 7. 24. 25+ and as no ork of his want of meckneſs, in which he <xcell.d all 


men 01 he face of the carth, Nurbers 12. 3: Huw oppulice to this is ihe eharace 
tr many grout pre te „ders to meckne's i our day, who can tamely fee their bre- 
mes abu ted and plundered, and are ſo meek, or rather ſelf ſü as to pay their court to 
the 4g pretſo r One REG think, that like forme heathen, they worſhip the cevil to 


ks 2 hum in A gc med, that he may not hurt them, 


n and pleaſuret of a et urt, from the pure 
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 eern our temporal, and eternal liberty and peace,—And. ſh 
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without any other claim to the fruit of their labors, or even to 
the dear pledges of conjugal love, the fruit of their own bodies, 
than ſuch as depends on the uncontrouled Will of an baughty 

| tyrant. . | 7 


Let us, , for a moment, glance an eye on. the next and fucceed 


ing generations, What a ſcene opens to view | Behold theſe 


delightful and ſtately manſions for which we labored, poſſeſſed 
by the minions of power: See yonder ſpacious fields, ſubd ved 


to fruitfulneſs by the ſweat and toil of our fathers or ee 


yielding their encreaſe to clothe, pamper and enrich the tyrants 


favorites, who are baſe enough to aſſiſt him in his curſed plots 
to enſlave us. 
moment, and I'll ſhew you a ſpectacle more ſhocking than this. 


Does this rouſe your reſentment ?—Stop a 


What meager viſages do I ſee in yonder field, toiling, and covered : 
with ſweat, to cultivate the ſoil . W ho are thoſe in rags, bear- 


ing burdens and drawing water for theſe haughty lords, and che n 


cringing to them for a morſel of bread ? — They are — O graci- 


ous God, ſupport my ſpirits They are my ſons, and my daugh- 
: ter; the fruit of my body, the pledges of conjugal Jove, for 


whoſe comfort I tho't my.If happy to ſpend my days in labor, 


my nights in care Thus are my hopes blaſted - O that the y 
had never been born, rather than to fee them loaded with irens | 


and dragging after them, where ever they go, the heavy, gall- 


ing, ignominious chains of ſlavery—But may we not hope for- 


an end of theſe miſeries? —Alafs, what hope? Slavery debaſes 


the human faculties, and ſpreads a torpor and ſtupidity over the 


whole frame! They fink in deſpair under their load; they ſce 


no Way, they feel no power to recover themſelves from this pit 
of -milery ; but pine away and die in.it, and leave to their chil- 


dren the ſame wretched inheritance ——What then does he de- 


| ſerve? or rather, what curſe is too heavy ſor. the wretch that. 
eaſt: WE lee our CONT enlarged} | | 


. Tas i is a Gn againſt our - forefathers, They left us a fair - 
inheritance. They forſook their native land; the land of ty- 


ranny and the furnace of iron; and by their blood, treaſure and. 
toil, procured this ſweet, this peaceful retreat, ſubdued the ſoil. 

when covered with eternal woods, raiſed for us the ſtately domes 
which afford us ſhelter from the ſtorms, and ſafe repoſe, and 


were exceedingly careful] to inſtruct us in the things which con- 
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wo reſign this patrimony, ſo dearly bought by them, and entail. 


ed tous by their will, living and dying? Shall we, I ſay, reſign 
it all to that tyrant power, which drove them from their native 


land tu this, then howling wilderneſs ? Shall we bow our necks 
to the yoke which they, tho' few in number, nobly caſt off? — 
Should our fathers rite from their graves, they would diſown 

ſuch children, and repent their care and toil for tuch degenerate 


ions. 


3. Wh is a fin againſt contemporaries. How provoking 
in the ſiglit of God and man is it to ſee ſome quite unconcern- 
ed for the good of the public, rolling in eaſe, amaſſing wealth 


tothemſelves, and ſlyly plotting to aſfiſt our enemies in their mur- 


derous defigns; while others endure the fatigues of war, and 
hazard all that's dear to ſecure the peace, liberty. and ſafety of 
the whole? Surely every benevolent heart muſt riſe with in- 
dignation, and Curie theſe enemies to God and nature. 


6. Tuts is a fin againſt the expreſs command of God. He 


ecmmands us to land faſt in the liberty wherewith he hath made 


us free} and not to bow to any tyrant on earth when it is in 


our power to oppoſe him. I proceed, _ 


V. To ſhew, that God requires a people, ſtruggling for their 
liverties, to treat ſuch of the community who will not join. 
them, as open enemies, and to reject them as unworthy the 


privileges of civil ſociety. 


Tut fingle crime of Aero is ſaid to be this. When they 


were called to arm in order to ſhake off the yoke of tyranny, 
they did not join in the glorious cauſe. For. this, and only 
this, they fell under the curſe of God and man. Not only 
eternal wrath in the world to come, was the juſt reward of 
this ſin ; but fo highly was God provoked thereby, as to com- 
rand his people to inflict his vengeance on them in this 
worid, that being held up as the monuments of his wrath, o- 


thers might near and fear, and do no more ſo wickedly. 


A curſe is ſomething more than wiſhing ill to a perſon: It 
implies à ſeparativg him to ſome evil or puniſhment. The 
command in my text therefore required 7/racl to ſeparate tho. 
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ſubmit to the ſame from Jabin? The change of maſters made 


= 
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| 

| 

E ene 90 nothing to regain them. “ | 
{ 


. 


tal 


* inhabitants of Meroz from ſome yn good the rel of Is 
el enjoyed, and inflict on them ſome ſevere puniſhment ; ; for . 
they were to curſe them bitterly. 


Axp why may we not ſuppoſe tint this curſe conſiſted i in 
theſe things 7 


* 


1. That they ſhould be deprived of that delightful freedom 
and liberty, el had regained froin the tyranny of Jabin. As 
theſe wretches diſcovered their ſervile temper in refuſing to ex- 
eert themſelves for the recovery of their liberty, why ſhould they 
not be condemned to the ſlavery they choſe? Jabin (like George) 
probably claimed a right to lay any taxes on them he pleaſed, 
and © to bind them in all cafes whatſoever ;” and they, rather 
than jeopard their lives in defence of their rights, tamely ſub- 
mitted to his demands, Well, fince this was their choice, why 
ſhauld it now be denied them; Let them be taxed at the ſove- 
reign will of the other States, without allowing them any re- 
preſentation.” Since they loved, and ſought to involve all ra- 
el with themſelves in ſlavery, they ſhould have it from the reſt, 
and receive but the juſt reward of their conduct. With what 
3 face could they complain of ſuch treatment, ſince they choſe to 
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noc change in the taſk ; and if they prefered flavery then, rather 
than fight for their liberties; let them have it Tous inco a OY 


2. Why may we not ſuppoſe that they were deprived of 
their eſtates, and reduced at leaſt to a NIE: of tenantage at will? 
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E 7 How abſurd is their conduQt who TP to our glorious ſtruggle for Sh A 
| tame ſabmiſſion to the clai:ns of the Britiſh parliament? If we ſubmit, we naſt 
: de ſlaves; for ta be governed and guided by the will of another, and nt our own, is 
perfect ſerv); ude. If we figt and are conquered, we can but be ſlaves. If we” con- 
Auer, we gain our freedom. On ene hand the event is certain, the chaine are rivet- 
; | ed, On the cther, there is a poſſibility, and a probability too of a glorious 
| delisera ec; yea were all united, there would be a moral certainty of ſucce's, On 
_ thote therefore, whe like Me-oz, refufe to come to the help of the Lord i + the pre- 
ſent war, will lie the ſin of involving millions-befides themſelves, in the moſt abject 
mi ery and cruel flavery. Conſidet this, ye inhabitante of Meroæ ; remember, there. 
| Inq Gad thatjudget': in the earth, and tremble at your f-arful doom. If murder- 
** ing one man deſerves death, what "does the murder of thauſande deſerve? If God, 
| made the infl:ving vne of his people 2 capital crime to be pu iſhed with de th, Ex- . 
; odus . 24, 7. what does your crime deſerve, who are endeavouring te crflav? a whole 
nation? If you chuſe ſlasery for yourſelves, don't fo ce it on other who abuor it, 
You may enjay it, tho? others are free. It is your due: And tbe cucle in my 1 b 
when in flict.d on jeu atight, will givs it zor in full tale, 


1 
They had implicitly joined with the enemy, by which they put 
to hazard every dear and valuable enjoyment of the whole na- 
tion. Thro' their neglect all might have been loſt: And their 


fault was not the leſs, becauſe victory declared for ljracl ; and 
all their poſſeſſions could never countervail the damage their 


conduct had expoled the nation to. 


Tar application of this to our times is eaſy. The preſent 


War, *tis probable, had never been commenced, had none of the 


inhabitants of Meroz been in our land; or if began, could not 
have been carried on to this day. On them, therefore, as the 
confederates, abbettors and ſupporters of the tyrant, lies the 


guilt of th's war: And as they are partners with him in the ſin, 
ſo they ought to be involved in the puniſhment he deſerves, If 


it is lawful to deprive the inhabitants of Great- Britain of their 
property, when in our power, and convert it to our uſe ; if this 
be a juſt retaliation for the injury they have done us, and all too 


little to-countervail the damage; much more the intereſt of thoſe 
who live among us, and yet aſſiſt the enemy in their cruel de- 


ſigns, ought to be confilcated for the ſervice of the public, by 
how much more miſchicf they have done and are capable of do- 


ing theſe States, and by how much greater their ſin. 


TI ean't but think it would have been happy for theſe States, 
had our rulers, long e're now, declared that ali who fhovid be 


found any way aiding and aſſiſting the enemy, or holding a 


correſpondence with them, ſhou!d be deemed cnemies to theſe. 


States, and forfeit all their eſtates at leaſt. Yea, 


9 3. As the curſe of Meroz, no doubt, extended to a depriv- 
ing the inhabitants of a capacity to enjoy any place of honor 


in government, and the ordinary privileges of free- men; and 
alſo inflicted ſome corporal puniſhment at leaſt on their princi- 


pal leaders: So the like characters among us, ought to ſhare 


the ſame puniſhment. And I am perſuaded, theſe ſtates will 
till be unſafe, and all our efforts for deliverance from tyranny, 


attended with great hazard and uncertainty, till there ſhall be | 
ſome more effectual and vigorous meaſures adopted by our ru- 
lers, to diſtinguiſh friends from foes, and expoſe the latter to 
ſome exemplary puniſhment. The law of retaliation is ſome- 


times juſt and neceſſary, even when the perſons offending are 
not made the ſubjeRs of it; how much more when the tranſ- 


e Mi 
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greſſors themſelves are in our power? Nor can we do juflice 
to ourſelves or the public, or to our brethren now ſuffering} in 
hard and cruet durance among the enemy; nor to our poſterity ; 
nor laſtly to the manes of our murdered friends who have fallen 
in the field, or expired in loathſome priſons with cold and hun- 
ger; till we inflict ſome juſt and exemplary puniſhment on 
thoſe who have brought theſe calamities on us. pany 
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q * It FRET righteous act in Tamerlane t' e great, to carry Pejaxet the grand Tuik, 


in an iron cage, round the worid in triumph, The magnanimous, the benevolent. 
Tamer lane marches with a great army to repel Bajazer who unjuſtly invaded the 


- Greek empire, In a vecifive battle Bajaæet was made prifoner, “ Being brought 

into his p:eſence, Tamerlane aſked him, why he endeavoured to bring the Geek 

Emperor into is ſubjeRtion? He anſwered, eren the ſame cauſe which moved thee | 
to invade me, namely the deſire of glory and ſovereignty, Wohercfore then, ſaid a- 


merla ne, doſt ti ou uſ: ſuch cruelty tewards them theu overecmeſt without reſpeR to 


gage or ſex? That I did, faid he, to ſtrike the greater terror into mine ene mies. 


Then Tamerlane a ſced him, if he had ever given thanks to God for makirg himſa 


| great an emperor ? No, ſa'd he, I rever ſa much as thought of any ſuch thing. 


Then faid Tamerlane, it is no worder ſo urgrateful a man ſhould be made a ſyccta- 


cle of miſery, For you, ſaid he, being blind of one eye, anc I lame ef a leg, was 
there any worth in us, that God ſhou!d ſet us over two ſueh great er pires, to com- 
mand ſo many men far more worthy than ourſe!ves? But, continued he, what would- 
eſt thou have done with me, if it had been my lot to have fallen into thine bares, as. 


thou art now in mine? I would, ſaid Bajazet, have ineloſed ti ee in a eee of ion, 


and carried thee in triumph up and down my kingdom. Even fo, faic Tamerlane, 
ſhalt thou be ſerved. And eauling him to be taken out of his preſenee, andturnirg 
to his followers, he ſaid, Behold a proud and eruel man, who deſeives to be chaftried 
according'y, and to be made an example to albthe proud and cruel of the world, of 


the juſt wrath of God againſt them, (See Clarke's life of Tamerlane the Great, page 


= 


37, 38). DEBS | | OD» 
Bat it too rarely happens that the perpetrators of theſe erimes fall in the way of 


joſtice; in which caſe it is ſometimes lawful, yea duty to retaliate on fore of their 
connections, For inftancez The tommenders of the Britiſh troops and their r- after 


are the cruel monſters who treat ſuch as fall into their bz nds, with un xampled barba- 
rity, confining them in priſons and veſſels, in the extreme cold, without fire or food 


ſufficient to preſerve life: By which hundreds, yea thouſ>n1s of our dear friends Have 
ſuffered the moſt cruel and painful deaths, and others loft their limbs by the froſt, 

The real eriminals-are out of our reach, 
but to inflift a like puniſhment on a like number of their priſoners in our lende. 

Accordingly the Hen, Congreſs, lone age, afſured the publit, that t“ ey would rctas 
| Hate all abuſes offered is priſorers taken from us. Depending on this promiſe, ag 
the means to ſecure good treatment, ſhould they fall into the enemy's han, wany 


What then can be done ?--. Nothing 


chcerful'y cfFered themſclves fer the war, have been made priſoners, and froze or 


5 Aarved to death; and no retaliation that I have heard, bath yet been ade, I hope 


for wiſe reaſons, Henee the enemy exercife their more than brutal eru:Ity witheut 
f ar, and many dreading the like uſage, are diſinelined to the war, If forrcthing be 
not ſpceily done to convince our foes that we are not afraid to retaliate, the conſe- 


- quenec, I fear, will be fatal to our cauſe,  Lenity and meicy are due te priſoners, 


and nothing can juſſify acts of ſeverity, but where cruel uſage makes them neceſſa: 


* 


 vy; and chen acts of ſeverity become actes of mere. 
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Tas diſcourſe ſhews us, how defenſive war is conſiflent 
with true benevolence, and a fincere deſire of the happineſs of 


mankind ; and how it is conſiſtent for the ſoldier to love and 
pray for the happineſs of thoſe he oppoſes and endeavors to 


root from the earth. Every ſoldier ſhould enter the field with 


| benevolent, tender, compaſſionate ſentiments, which is the tem- 
per of Jeſus Chriſt, A moroſe, crue], revengeful, unmerciful 


| temper, is no more conſiſtent with the character of a chriſtian 
ſoldier, than with that of a miniſter of the Goſpel of peace ; 
nor can it be juſtified even in the height of the fierceſt battle. 


He ſhould ever be poſſeſſed with a diſpoſition to pray for thoſe 


he endeavors. to deſtroy, and to wiſh their beſt, their eternal 


good. Theſe are no more inconſiſtent in a ſoldier engaging in 
battle, and doing his beſt to kill his enemies, than they are in a 
judge and executioner, who take away a murderer from the 
earth. For as the judge and executioner are God's miniſters 
to execute vengeance on the wicked who endeayor to deſtroy 
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| I can't perſwade myſelf to out an end to this note, already too long, without tranſ- 


eribing a vaſſage from the aforeſaid life of 7 amerlane, which, at once repreſents the 
true cauſe of making war, and alſo that noble benevolent ſpirit which ſhould inſpire 
every ſojdier to eter the field; bot which are exemplified in this heathen warrior, 
in whoſe preſenee moſt chriſtian princes have reaſon to bluſh, be 


After the battle, before mentioned, the emperor of Conflantineple ſent ambaſſadovs | 


to Tame / lass offering him his empire, and his perſon a» his moſt. faithful ſubject, 
in gratitude, and as a reward for the deliveranee he bad obtain-d ſot him from the 

moſt eruel tyrant, But Tamer lane, with a mild countenanee beheld them anc ſa id, 
That he had not come ſo far, nur taken ſuch pains to enlarge his dominiens, big e- 
nough already, (ho baſe a thing to put himſelf into fo great danger and hazard for,) 
but rather te win honor, and make his ra e famous to ſuture poſterity 2 And that 
he wou'd make it appear to the world, that he came to aſſiſt their maſter as his friend 
and ally, at his requeſt : And that his upright intenticns therein, he believed. were 
the cauſe that God from above had favoured him, and made him infiiumental to 


| bruiſe the head of the greateſt and fi ereeſt enemy of mankind under heaven: And 
therefore to get him an immortal name, his purpoſe way, to make free, ſo great and 


flouriſhing a city as Conflantinople, That he always joĩned faith to his courage, which 
ſhould never ſuff:r him io make ſuch a breach in His reputatian, ae to have It re- 
ported of him, that, in the colourof a friend, he ſhould eome to invade the domini- 
ons of bis ally, That he deſired no more, but that the ſervice he had done for the 
Oteele Emperor might remain forever engraven in the memory of his poſterity, 


that they might ever wiſh well to him and his ſucceſſors by remembering the good 


he had done for them. p · 41. 


Tais was truly noble ambition; to ſeek an immortal name and Fonor, not by e- 
tions which the ambitiout call gteat 3 but by thoſe which God pronounces Coed, 


The battle being ended, Tamerlans ſaid, this day hath God delivered inte my hand 
a great enemy, to whom therefor: we muſt give thanks ; which was publicly done 


- -» Kxectlent cxample ! | 
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the happineſs of ſociety; ſo the ſoldier, engaged in a juſt defen- 


ſive war, is the miniſter of God to render vengeance to the in- 
vaders of others right: And as the executioner may, and ought 
to pray for the ſuffering criminal, ſo ſhould the ſoldier for his 
foe. As benevolence is the ſource of vindictive laws in the 
| Nate, ſo it ſhould ever be of defenſive war; and they both tend 
to the ſame end, the happineſs of mankind. How abſurd then 
is the pretence that the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt forbids us to 
take up arms to defend ourſelves ? and that defenſive war is in- 
conſiſtent with the patient, mcek, long (ering temper it re- 
quires? It may with as much reaſon be ſaid, that to puniſh a 
murderer or robber is forbidden by the Goſpel ; which is in ef- 


fect to ſay, that the Goſpel of peace forbids the exerciſe of love 


and benevolence in acts abſolutely neceſſary, in this ſinful world, 
for the peace and happineſs of ſociety and individuals. 


From what has been ſaid we may clearly infer, that to levy 

offenſive war is murder, and all who engage in it are murderers 
in God's fight. They are guilty, not only of the murder of 
thoſe they kill in battle, or who otherwiſe periſh in the war; 
but they are ſelf murderers: They put themſelves to death; 
their blood is on their own heads. Well then might Solomon 
ſay, with good advice make war. % 


TRE characters therefore of two States or armies at war, are 
as oppoſite as their actions. The aggreſſor is a murderer and 
robber, and all who aſſiſt him are involved in his guilt; every 
ſoldier who fights for him is a murderer too: But we know that 
no murderer hath eternal life. How ſhould this make thoſe 
ſhudder who engage on the ſide of the aggreſſor? If they fall 
in battle, what hope can they have of God's approbation; ſince 
they die murdering others and themſelves too? But ſuch who 
oppoſe them in defence of their own and country's peace, liber- 

ty and ſafety, are God's minifters, commiſſioned and ordered by 
him to puniſh his, and his peoples enemies: They therefore 
may draw their ſwords with a quiet, approving conſcience, and 

with pity view the wretches ſlain by their hands as ſelf murder- 

ers: Or if they fall, they can die, in regard to the war, free of 
the blood of all men, and in peace reſign their ſpirits into the 
band of their redeemer, 1 FFF on 
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Turs conſideration ſurely muſt animate every man, inſpired 
with the benevolent temper of the Goſpel, which diſpoſes to the 


greateſt advancement of human happineſs, and to relieve the 


miſerable and oppreſled ; to vigorous exertions in defence of our 
bleeding land; bleeding under the hand of oppreſſion, rapine 


and murder. Would you, my friends, count it an honor to be 
employed by God to reſtore peace and happineſs to the oppreſſed 


and miſerable? do you with to perform acts of love and kind- 
neſs to mankind, and therein be like your creator and redecmer? 
do you fear the wrath and curſe of God pronounced on all 


who ſpread miſery among his creatures, and on all that aid or 


aſſiſt them, or ſo much as connive at, or neglect to oppoſe them ? 


Do you deſire to be workers together with God in reſtoring 
Fe: ace and felicity to your groaning country, and to be owned of 
atm as his ſervants when you die ? are theſe the object of your 


deſire and purſuir? I know they are, if the love of God and 
your neighbour rules in your hearts. Well then, here is an 
: oppor runity preſented to you, to manifeſt your Jove, by coming to 
help of the Lord agamfſ# the mighty, The cauſe we are en- 


we, in, is the cauſe of God; and you may hope for his 


bleſſing and fight under bis banner, In ſupporting and defend- 
Ing this cauſe, yoy may, you ought to ſeek for glory and honor; 
even that glory and honor which comes from God and man for 


acts of benevolence, goodneſs and 'mercy, for the performance 


of which, the faireſt Opporrunity now offers. 


BurT what ſhall I f tay of thoſe hb religious principles for- 


bid the performance of any ſuch labors of love, and neceſſarily 
involve them in the curſe of Mercx? If their religion be right, 
love itfelf rauſt be wrong. But arguments are vain, —May 
God in his mercy ſhew them their error, give them repentance, 


and inſpire them with the love which the law and goſpel require, 


before they fall under the wrath and curſe of God, for neglect- 
ing to come to his help againſt the mighty. 


IDE Liſe arts 2Iſo 8 us how we ought to treat thoſe 
Wao do not join in the cauſo of Hñeedom we have eſpouſed, 


„ they are accurſed of God, and we are commanded to 

eurfe the m, we ouzhit, at leaſt, td ſhun their company. What a. 
Name is it, to fee thoſe born to freedom and proſefling zeal ſor 
her caule, aſtociating themſelyes with the willing faves of an a» 
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bandoned tyrant and murderer ? O how do ſuch debaſe them- 
ſelves, and give occaſion to ſuſpect them as belonging to the 
ſame herd. But it may be afked, how ſhall they be diſtinguiſh- 
ed from friends ?—Attend to the characters already given, and 
you may ſee enough to juſtify you in avoiding intimacy with 

them; tho' they may ſo diſguiſe, that no evidence appears to 
condemn them to open and condign puniſhment. Happy would 
it be ſhould our civil fathers draw ſome determinate line of dif- 
tinction between free men, and theſe ſlaves of power. J For 
want of this we have ſuffered greatly already, and if this be not 
* done, the een I fear, will be fatal. 


2. As ſoon as they are diſcovered, we ought to diſarm them : For 
. they will not affiſt us, we ſnould put it out of their power ta 

urt us or our families, When we at any time mall be called to 
ns Ee an Y Ca, 


As ſuch forfeit all the e of His their eee 
bd be forfeited and applied to ſupport the war; and them 
ſelves baniſhed from thefe ſtates. The curſe we are command 
d to inflict on the inhabitants of Mero, muſt imply as much 
s this; and benevolence to millions demands this of us ; not 
Qut of hatred to theit, perſons, but their crimes, which ſtrike at 
e life and happineſs of thefe States. This puniſhment muſt 
be inflicted, not by the people at large ; but by our rulers, with 
hom, under God, we have intruſted our ſafety ; and in whoſe 
= we confide, to take proper vengeance on them in due 
t But ſhould this be delayed, without proper reaſons aſ- 
| oy we ſhall have no cauſe to wonder, tho? there ſhould be 
great thoughts of heart among a people, beholding their friends 
and brethren, barbarouſly murdered, or wandering forlorn, deſ- 


drallelled diſtreſſes ſmile unnoticed and unpuniſhed, at theſe 

ire calamities, and triumphing in our diſtreſs But ſhould 
ſuch delay happen, we mult look on it as another inſtance of 

ine diſpleaſure, which ſpeaks to all to ſearch after, and by ſin- 


gere repentance and thorough reformation, remove the moral | 
pauſe of God' 8 controverſy with us. 


— — — 
« | Finee the abos was eopi- d for the prefs, a proc lam ati ion by his Becellency Or 
 M8rart WASHINGTON has been publilhcd, and alſo two acts to puniſh treaſon and 

& -r crimes azain this State of lets enormity ; by which the line of diſti-Qtion i 
A+ good mcalare, 2; 1,205 wich is caule ef jo to ali the friends of . 
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ute of food or ſhelter; while the deteſted authors of theſe un- 


(+ 

WHEN this ſhall take place, we ſhall then ſee our councils 

filled with men inſpired with wiſdom to know what {/rael ought 
to do ; our arms victorious and triumphant ; the inhabitants of 

| Aeroz juſtly puniſhed : Peace, Liberty and Safety reſtored ; the 
rod of tyranny broken; pure and undefiled religion prevailing, 
aud the voice of joy and gladneſs echoing round our land. May 


God haſten this happy, happy day. And let all the people ſay 


Aux, and ANEN,- —Hallelujab. 
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